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 SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

“A Year of Jubilee!” 

Making, and subsequently breaking, New Year’s resolutions has become a fashionable trend in 
America, today. We’re serious enough to want to make changes in our lives and/or lifestyles,  
but many of us are not serious enough to follow through with them! So, why not make a clean 
break this new year?      
In ancient Israel, the Jewish people were serious about keeping their vows. One such vow was 
keeping a “Sabbath rest.”  Every seven years (signifying “completion”) the land was given a rest 
from sowing and reaping. The people were expected to live on the produce accumulated during 
the prior six years. Picking the fields clean and leaving no waste was he principle of “gleaning”.    
Thus, the land rested for an entire year. And so were the people, including animals and          
livestock, slaves and bondservants. Then, after every seven Sabbaths of years, or forty-nine 
years, everything  was freed up! Then, on the fiftieth year, the land was restored to the          
original owner and all debts were cancelled. This was called a year of Jubilee. 
The price paid for a plot of land was based in part on the value of the land as to how many   
years of productivity you could expect from it. In Leviticus 25:12 it says, “For it is a jubilee;     
it shall be holy to you ... on this year of jubilee each of you shall return to his own property.” 
It closes this divine charge by God saying, “… so that you may live securely on the land.”  
Why should we not declare 2017 a year of jubilee? A year in which you volitionally turn       
everything over to the Lord for His care and provision. For this was the guiding principle      
behind what came to be called a “year of liberty.” The year of jubilee was a year to be free from 
wants or concerns; a year in which you expressly give back to the Lord that which is due Him.        
But how might this work in practical terms? Before making any major decisions about matters 
which might affect your livelihood, you should, in earnest prayer, go to your heavenly Father   
by asking for His divine guidance. After all, God is the true owner of everything, which makes 
us but temporary stewards.  
We should find rest in God alone. Place your full confidence in Him. Or, as the late Brennan 
Manning called it, “Ruthless trust”! We might just discover that our lives will be more         
pleasurable, more tranquil, less stressful, and far more meaningful. We might even find our    
labors to be more fruitful and profitable [Galatians 5:1].  

Have a care, 
Pastor Cooper 



Finance Committee Report 
 

For the month of  December our unrestricted 
contributions were $36,439.27.00 and our expenses 
were $33,274.53. 
 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
 

Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance Fund totaled 
$ -0- for the month of December. This fund is used for 
building and maintenance expenses and to cover 
emergency costs that may arise. 
        Your Finance Committee 
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Mike & Jan Baldridge   01/17 
Cooper & Sammie McWhirter  01/25 

Nick Snider    01/01 
Hal Delfosse    01/02 
Lori Fawcett    01/03 
Chris Drummond   01/04 
David McKenney   01/08 
Barbara Penhallow   01/08 
Betty Lou Swift    01/08 
Mary Merkel    01/09 
Evinda (Vicki) Johnson   01/12 
Jack Gossett    01/15 
Gloria Anderson   01/17 
Dave Cormany    01/19 
Eda Laurion    01/22 
John Winn    01/29 
Ken Fawcet    01/30 
Nan Fraser    01/31 
Bill Shiflet    01/31 
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Volunteers are needed.  
If you would like to become more involved with the 
members of Grace, we would love to have YOU! The 
areas that have a need are: a Librarian, an Usher & 
Greeter Chairperson, a person to run the computer in 
the Sound Booth and someone to be in charge of    
Flowers, Christmas Decorations, Lilies, etc. If the 
Lord would lead you to volunteer, please contact the 
secretary, Becky Reid, at the church (975-9038) or 
email her at sunnyb@phxcoxmail.com  

It is with love and appreciation that I send 
this thank you not to each of you at Grace for 
the lovely Christmas cards you sent me. The 
love and caring you give is a true blessing to 
me. May each of you be blessed in 2017! 
 

Thank you, Henny Gewelke 

The Dry Heat Band will be returning 
to Grace on Saturday, January 28        
at 7:00 PM. So be sure to mark your    
calendar for a fun, uplifting evening! 
Hope to see you! 

Grace received the following thank you note. 
God bless you and Thank you...Grace         
Community Church for your extra special   
kindness— the gift of the prayer cover, cards 
received, personal visits and for your many 
prayers following my surgery and recovery   
process.                            Mary Ann Malotte 

Women’s Bible Study will begin on   
Monday, January 16, 2017 at 10:00 AM. 

The study will be  “The Cross” (which is at 
the center of our Biblical Faith)  

by John Stott.                                                             
The cost of the study book is $5.00 

Dear Grace Church Family, 
We most sincerely thank you for your numerous expressions 
of caring, prayer, cards and phone calls regarding Dorothy’s 
fall, injuries and the serious illness of her brother. It has 
been a  trying time, but the support of our faithful Grace 
Church family has been an encourager and a genuine bea-
con of God’s love. We are truly blessed!                                           
                        In His Love, Dorothy & Ralph Cleaver 



Are you in tune for the New Year?  As we begin our journey through the year 2017, I want to share a story with 
you I learned from a daily devotional I have, written by Billy Graham. It reads: 
 

“Out west an old sheepherder had a violin, but it was out of tune. He had no way of tuning it, so in        
desperation he wrote to one of the radio stations and asked them at a certain house on a certain day to 
strike the tone “A.” The officials of the station decided they would accommodate the old fellow, and on  
that particular day the true tone “A” was broadcast. His fiddle was thus tuned, and once more his cabin 
echoed with joyful music…As this new year begins, ask God to help you tune your life every day to His 
Word, so you can bring harmony and joy to those around you.” 
 

There are many ways that we can each get and/or stay “tuned in” to God and His plans for you in 2017.             
Here are a few:   
 

 Pray every day, throughout the day, and listen to God. 
 Read the Bible daily. If you’ve never read the entire Bible, maybe this is the year.                                         
 (Ask me for a reading plan if you don’t have one.) 
 Attend worship, and be engaged, not just a spectator. 
 Join a Bible Study (Women’s study “The Cross” begins Monday 1/16 at 10:00 am; Men’s study continues on 

Monday mornings at 8:00) 
 Join the choir (Thursday’s 9:00 am). There’s lots of tuning and harmony making going on here! 
 Join another Christian small group activity here at Grace or in the community 
 Read “Our Daily Bread” or another daily devotional 
 Take on a service project around the church or community 
 

I am sure many of you already have the things YOU do to stay “tuned-in” as you have lived your journey through 
life and I encourage you to continue or shake it up if it’s feeling stale or rote.    
 

 May 2017 truly bring joy and a peaceful harmony to your life. 
 
Blessings for a TUNED-IN New Year! 
 

Michele Southerland 
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Deacon Meeting 
9:00 AM 

New Years Day 
Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Choir Practice 
9:00 AM 

Choir Practice 
9:00 AM 

Choir Practice 
9:00 AM 

Bible Study 
8:45 AM 

Bible Study 
8:45 AM 

Bible Study 
8:45 AM 

Men’s Bible Study 
8:00AM 

Dry Heat Concert 
7:00 PM 

Men’s Bible Study 
8:00AM 

Men’s Bible Study 
8:00AM 

Men’s Bible Study 
8:00AM 

Finance Meeting 
10:00 AM 

Session Meeting 
1:00 PM 

Women’s Bible 
Study 
10:00 AM 

Women’s Bible 
Study 
10:00 AM 

Women’s Bible 
Study 
10:00 AM 

Bible Study 
8:45 AM 

Ministry Council 
Meeting 
10:00 AM 

Missions Meeting 
1:00 PM 


